
 
KIRTLAND CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
June 5, 2017 

 
 

The meeting of Kirtland City Council was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Council President Pro Tempore 
Robert Skrbis.  Mr. Schulz led the prayer which followed the Pledge of Allegiance.  The members of 
Council present were:  David Kirek, Kevin Potter, Matthew Schulz, Robert Skrbis and Joseph Smolic.  
Absent:  Kevin Eilerman and R. Robert Umholtz.         
   
Administrative personnel present were:  Mayor Douglas E. Davidson, Law Director Daniel Richards, 
Finance Director Keith Martinet, City Engineer Philip Kiefer, Service Administrator Carm Catania, Police 
Chief Wayne Baumgart and Fire Chief Anthony Hutton.  Police Lieutenant Lance Nosse was also present. 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MAY 15, 2017 WORK SESSION: 
 
Mr. Kirek moved to waive the reading of the minutes, with the second by Mr. Schulz.  The motion of 
Council passed by unanimous vote.  Mr. Kirek moved to adopt the Minutes, as presented, with the second 
by Mr. Schulz.  ROLL CALL:  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA:   SKRBIS, SMOLIC, KIREK, 
POTTER AND SCHULZ.  VOTING NAY:  NONE). 
 
MINUTES OF THE MAY 15, 2017 COUNCIL MEETING: 
 
Mr. Kirek moved to waive the reading of the minutes, with the second by Mr. Schulz.  The motion of 
Council passed by unanimous vote.  Mr. Kirek moved to adopt the Minutes, as presented, with the second 
by Mr. Schulz.  ROLL CALL:  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA:   SKRBIS, SMOLIC, KIREK, 
POTTER AND SCHULZ.  VOTING NAY:  NONE). 
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
Fire Chief Anthony Hutton advised that the monthly report has been distributed. 
 
Police Chief Wayne Baumgart did not present a formal report.  Councilman Smolic thanked Chief 
Baumgart for his service to the City. 
 
Service Administrator Carm Catania did not present a formal report.  Answering Councilman Smolic, Mr. 
Catania confirmed that the weather has delayed the Raccoon Hill project.  With regard to Eagle Road, Mr. 
Catania stated that he received the quotes for the milling and chip seal work, noting that a decision 
regarding the contractor has not yet been made.  Mr. Catania stated that in the interim, they will fine-grade 
and hydro-seed where the sewers were installed, then the milling and paving will be done. 
 
Noting that a neighbor on his street received a notice of a violation regarding exterior lighting, Mr. Smolic 
inquired if a meter is used.  Mr. Catania advised that he has a meter that has been used infrequently. 
 
Councilman Potter inquired about road paving.  Mr. Catania advised that with a couple of dry days, the 
Department will likely address Wrenwood or Martin first; he noted that some concrete aprons need to be 
adjusted to grade in Kirtland Lakes Estates. Mr. Catania stated that due to the weather, the Department 
started saw-cutting on Arborhurst and Singlefoot, which will be paved later in the year. 
 
Councilman Schulz inquired about the status of the light at Orchard Drive and Hobart Road, noting that he 
had inquired about this during the winter.  Mr. Catania stated that he will follow-up with the Illuminating 
Company representative. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS (continued): 
 
Responding to Councilman Schulz, Mr. Catania confirmed that topsoil and seeding will be done by the wall 
(on Eagle Road).  Mr. Schulz inquired whether a rail would be placed on top of the wall.  Mr. Catania stated 
that he planned to install a split two-rail fence, but the property owner does not want it there.  Mr. Schulz 
questioned the liability due to the drop-off.  Mr. Catania stated that he will follow-up with the Law Director.  
Mr. Richards noted that there are several factors to consider in determining liability of the municipality or 
others, citing governmental immunity based on state statute; he noted that there are exceptions.  
 
Noting that the property at 7490 Euclid-Chardon Road is bank-owned, Councilman Smolic inquired if there 
has been any progress in arranging to have the grass cut.  Mr. Catania advised that he will follow-up on 
this, noting that the bank has been contacted. 
 
Mr. Smolic inquired if there is much prep work needed for the top coat on Wrenwood, Martin, Lakebrook 
and Woodlake, other than fixing the damaged areas. Mr. Catania stated that the Department addressed 
one spot on Wrenwood that failed over the winter; he noted that Martin looks good other than a few low 
spots that will be addressed.  Mr. Catania stated that two inches of asphalt will be put down and it will be 
done in one application.  On Lakebrook and Woodlake, Mr. Catania stated that there are approximately 16 
aprons that need the elevation adjusted. 
 
Responding to Mr. Smolic, Mr. Catania stated that Singlefoot and Arborhurst will be replaced with asphalt. 
 
City Engineer Philip Kiefer advised that his monthly report has been distributed.  Mr. Kiefer responded to 
an inquiry from Councilman Smolic regarding the geo-stabilization process for the slope stabilization on 
Route 306. 
 
Finance Director Martinet did not present a formal report.  With regard to the sales of the sheds at the 
intersection of Route 6 and 306, Councilman Schulz inquired how the City benefits from any taxes 
generated.  Mr. Martinet stated that the business name and Federal I.D. number would need to be 
submitted to RITA for follow-up.  Mr. Martinet noted that for zoning permits for large jobs, the contractor 
information is provided to RITA to make sure the taxes are being paid on the employees’ income. 
 
Mr. Schulz inquired about the vacancy in the Finance Office.  Mayor Davidson advised that Lisa Knazek 
filled the position, noting that she is highly qualified with a great deal of business experience. 
 
Law Director Daniel Richards did not present a formal report and no questions were asked of him. 
 
 
MAYOR'S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Mayor Davidson stated that the Memorial Day celebration was a success, noting that many people were 
involved. 
 
With regard to the crosswalk study, the Mayor advised that he expects to receive a response regarding the 
grant application by the end of June. 
 
With regard to the skeet shooting issue, Mayor Davidson stated that he is expecting a letter from outside 
counsel before the next meeting; he noted that he will share the information with Council in executive 
session once it is received. 
 
Mayor Davidson stated that he attended the Kirtland High School graduation ceremony held at Lakeland 
Community College, noting that several City employees had seniors graduating.  With many upcoming 
graduation parties, the Mayor encouraged safe celebrations for parents and seniors. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
None. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
None. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
 
Walter Tornstrom, 8735 Palomino Trail, inquired about the status of determining the definition for 
contractors’ equipment, noting that he was advised that the code could not be enforced.  Mr. Richards 
advised that the zoning code was amended several years ago, and the City Planner at that time indicated 
that the definition of contractors’ equipment should be addressed after the passage of the code.  Mr. 
Richards noted that contractors’ equipment has generally been considered to be off-road equipment that is 
not usually licensed for purposes of highway travel; however, because there is some ambiguity and the 
City has not specifically defined it at this point, a successful prosecution of someone having a piece of 
equipment in the driveway, as opposed to having it shielded, becomes difficult.  Mr. Richards noted that 
before entering into prosecution, there is a need for evidence beyond a reasonable doubt and the 
likelihood that it will be successful.  Mr. Richards noted that the City wants to make sure no one is 
prosecuted unjustly.  Mr. Richards stated that it is his understanding that this is currently before the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, and hopefully they will develop a satisfactory definition. 
 
Mr. Tornstrom stated that in Mentor anyone who has a home business is required to park vehicles used in 
the home business behind some type of shield or in an enclosed building. He noted that he checked 
Willoughby and Mentor’s ordinances and that is the closest he could find to a definition of contractors’ 
equipment.  Mr. Tornstrom stated that he gave Council members a copy of that ordinance two months ago, 
and he asked when this would be addressed in Kirtland’s code.  Councilman Schulz stated that in talking 
with Councilman Eilerman, it is his understanding that this will be addressed by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission this summer.  Mayor Davidson stated that Council’s Planning and Zoning Standing 
Committee will be discussing this with the Planning and Zoning Commission, noting that this impacts 
residents on both sides of the issue.  Councilman Skrbis stated that he will contact Mr. Eilerman to get an 
update. 
 
Mr. Tornstrom inquired how much money is available for paving roads, noting that a levy was passed a 
couple years ago.  Mr. Martinet stated that the levy generates $460,000.  Mr. Tornstrom inquired how 
much money comes in from the state. Mr. Martinet advised that $400,000 is received from the state; he 
noted that it is used for purposes other than paving.  Mr. Martinet stated that the money generated from the 
levy is to buy materials and rent equipment necessary to pave roads; he noted that the City has $460,000 
to pave roads.  Mr. Martinet advised that the money received from the state is used for snow plowing, 
ditching, striping, lighting and other road maintenance besides paving.  Mayor Davidson noted that the City 
lost $300,000 when the local government funds were taken from the cities.  The Mayor noted that the City 
did not replace an employee recently. 
 
In summary, Councilman Skrbis stated that there is no surplus in the Service Department budget; it is used 
every year.  He noted that the road levy funds are used for road paving, and the state funds are put into 
the budget specifically for other purposes, such as equipment, striping, and ditching. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA (continued): 
 
Jim Lester, 8124 Thorne Avenue, stated that residents were told the road levy would pave half the roads 
in Kirtland, which is not even close to what is being done.  Mayor Davidson stated that the City is trying to 
save the roads that can be saved, noting that some roads need complete reconstruction.  He noted that it 
was not anticipated that Lakebrook would come apart.  The Mayor stated that the figure of 50 percent of 
the roads was the number of roads that could be overlaid based on the number of miles of road after 
subtracting Route 6 and Route 306, which are 80/20 state roads.  The Mayor noted that the roads in 
Kirtland Lakes came apart because of the road standards at the time the road was built.  The Mayor 
advised that Councilman Schulz made some improvements to the City’s standards and he asked Council 
to put the new standards into ordinance form so that any new roads will be built at a higher standard. 
 
Mr. Lester stated that the City will probably be able to do only four to ten miles of road every year with the 
road levy funds and that he does not believe the City can save the roads.  Councilman Skrbis advised that 
Council is aware of the problem and is working with the Mayor and Department Heads to determine how to 
handle the situation.  Mr. Catania stated that for seven years prior to the passage of the road levy, because 
of the economy, the only roads the City was able to pave were those that received Issue 2 funding; the City 
was not able to pave any local roads and that is the reason the City is in this position now. 
 
Mr. Lester stated that the City should get pricing from contractors and pass a levy based on that amount.  
Councilman Skrbis stated that Council is looking into this. 
 
Walter Tornstrom, 8735 Palomino Trail, stated that two weeks ago, Lakeland had its 50th graduation, 
and he had the pleasure of sitting next to Mayor Marcopoli, who was able to obtain a lot of Issue 2 funds 
while he was mayor.  Mr. Tornstrom inquired if State Issue 2 funds are still available, and if so, how many 
applications are submitted.  Mr. Martinet advised that the City still receives Issue 2 funds.  Mayor Davidson 
stated that an application for Issue 2 funds was submitted on Friday for Kirtland-Chardon Road, Phase I, 
from Eagle to Wisner; he noted that Issue 2 funds were used for Worrell, Tibbetts, Sperry and Eagle Road. 
 
Police Chief Baumgart stated that there were three attempts to pass the levy, and it passed on the third 
attempt, noting that the first two levies were for more money.  He stated that there is not enough money to 
pave all the roads. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of obtaining bids from outside contractors to pave the roads.  
Councilman Schulz noted that he pulled the City of Chardon’s paving plan, and it was approximately one 
million dollars, which included some water work; he noted that they did very little work for over one million 
dollars.  Mr. Schulz noted that when the City uses its own crews, it is not paying that premium cost that 
contractors are charging, and it provides the benefit of in-kind work with the grants.  Mr. Schulz stated that 
infrastructure projects are very expensive. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-R-19  - A  RESOLUTION   ADOPTING   A   TAX   BUDGET    FOR 
(Mayor Davidson)   FISCAL YEAR 2018. 
 
Read by title only and placed on First Reading.  
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NEW BUSINESS (continued): 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 17-O-20  - AN   ORDINANCE   AMENDING  CODIFIED  ORDINANCE 
(Mayor Davidson)   SECTION 236.07 RELATING TO THE FEES, DEPOSITS 

AND EXPENSES, RELATED TO THE PROCESSING OF 
APPLICATIONS FOR A VARIETY OF PURPOSES AND 
REASONS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Read by title only.  Responding to an inquiry from Councilman Schulz, Mr. Martinet advised that the 
ordinance reflects the fees that are currently collected.  Mayor Davidson noted that this ordinance pulls the 
fees throughout the ordinances into one location.  The legislation was placed on First Reading. 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
CONTINUING CONCERNS: 
 
None. 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Councilman Skrbis thanked the residents for attending and providing their comments. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
None. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mr. Kirek moved to adjourn, with the second by Mr. Schulz.  The motion of Council passed by unanimous 
vote and the meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
 
 
 
        ___________________________________ 
        President of Council 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk of Council 


